
 

A.C.I.-DREYER SAS 

for  IRES Rabat 
Nov 30, 2015 

 

 

for IRES RABAT 

30 Nov 2015 

 

 

 

 

 
by Bernard A.M. DREYER, 

Auditeur de l’IHEDN 

 
the speaker only expresses personal points of view 

“Enjeux géostratégiques des 
espaces maritimes” 



 

A.C.I.-DREYER SAS 

for  IRES Rabat 
Nov 30, 2015 

 



 

A.C.I.-DREYER SAS 

for  IRES Rabat 
Nov 30, 2015 

seas and oceans :  
an area without laws and rules ? 

Source:  
Riccardo Pravettoni,  
UNEP/GRID-Arendal, 2009 
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Source:  
UN and Wikipedia 

https://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/
https://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/
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1. old subject 
 

2. along the seas 
control of coastlines: access to seas 
 
3. on the seas 
control of maritime space: 
isthmuses (canals), straights and capes 
 
4. under the seas 
control of maritime resources and sea bottom 
 
conclusion 
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1. old subject 
 

an old story… 
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1. old subject 
 

Sir Walter Raleigh (English adventurer and writer, 1554?-1618) :  
“For whosoever commands the sea commands the 
trade; whosoever commands the trade of the 
world commands the riches of the world, and 
consequently the world itself” 
(Quotation made famous by Sir Halford John Mackinder (15 February 1861 – 6 March 1947) was 
an English geographer and is considered one of the founding fathers of both geopolitics and 
geostrategy ) (cf : WIKIMPDIA http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halford_Mackinder) 

an old story… 

http://thinkexist.com/nationality/english_authors/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geopolitics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geostrategy
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1. old subject 
 

of highest 
importance  
today ! 



 

A.C.I.-DREYER SAS 

for  IRES Rabat 
Nov 30, 2015 

Source: 
uswateralliance.org 
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http://www.l-union-fait-la-
force.info/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?post_id=14054 
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Source: 
China 
Daily 
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1. old subject 
 

2. along the seas 
control of coastlines: access to seas 
 
 



 

A.C.I.-DREYER SAS 

for  IRES Rabat 
Nov 30, 2015 

Source:, Jean-Paul Rodrigue,  
Dept. of Economics & Geography, Hofstra  
University, Hempstead, NY, 11549 USA  
Copyright © 1999-2004. 

More than 50 % of World population 
lives in coastal zone, at less than 100 km 
from shore, at beginning 21st century. 
Demographic statistics anticipate that 
more than 75 % will live ther by 2035. 
 
Simon K. HASLETT 
Coastal Systems 

Routledge 2009 
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Source:, Jean-Paul Rodrigue,  
Dept. of Economics & Geography, Hofstra  
University, Hempstead, NY, 11549 USA  
Copyright © 1999-2004. 
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Source:, Jean-Paul Rodrigue,  
Dept. of Economics & Geography, Hofstra  
University, Hempstead, NY, 11549 USA  
Copyright © 1999-2004. 
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1. old subject 
 

2. along the seas 
control of coastlines: access to seas 
 
3. on the seas 
control of maritime space: 
isthmuses (canals), straights and capes 
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Isthmuses and straights 
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no alternatives… 

French oil tanker ‘’Limburg’’ 
06/12/2002.  
Photo AFP 
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no alternatives… 

http://www.interestingtheories.com 
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Les relations militaires entre l'Algérie et l'URSS, de 
l'indépendance aux années 1970  
[article]  
Irina Gridan, Gaëlle Le Boulanger  
Outre-mers Année 2007 Volume 94 Numéro 354 pp. 37-61  

http://www.persee.fr/author/persee_260367
http://www.persee.fr/author/persee_260367
http://www.persee.fr/author/persee_260368
http://www.persee.fr/collection/outre
http://www.persee.fr/collection/outre
http://www.persee.fr/collection/outre
http://www.persee.fr/issue/outre_1631-0438_2007_num_94_354?sectionId=outre_1631-0438_2007_num_94_354_4252
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Source: Le Monde (site) 24/10/2007. 

Advantages of 

(and competition 

for) African oil 
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a very hot spot: Malacca... 
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MALACCA 
 
65 % of Chinese imports 
55 % of Japanese imports 
70 000 ships / year 
55 % of World trade 
 
 
 

a very hot spot: Malacca... 
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source : Le Monde 18/08/2011 
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source : GéoConfluences 
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www.chinahush.com 
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(28/10/2015) 
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GWADAR 

CHITTAGONG 

MYANMAR 

KRA CANAL 

HAMBANTOTA 
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KRA CANAL 
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GWADAR 
CHITTAGONG 

MYANMAR 

KRA CANAL 

HAMBANTOTA 

LAMU 

Chongqin

/ Rason 
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07/07/2015 
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« Arctic Climate 
Impact 
Assessment », 
Cambridge 
Press, 2007 
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 source :  
Le Monde Géopolitique 20/04/2013 
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Université de LAVAL (CND) 
2015 
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Atelier de cartographie  
de SciencesPo 
2014 

http://www.diploweb.com/_Atelier-de-cartographie-de-SCIENCE_.html
http://www.diploweb.com/_Atelier-de-cartographie-de-SCIENCE_.html
http://www.diploweb.com/_Atelier-de-cartographie-de-SCIENCE_.html
http://www.diploweb.com/_Atelier-de-cartographie-de-SCIENCE_.html
http://www.diploweb.com/_Atelier-de-cartographie-de-SCIENCE_.html
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1. old subject 
 

2. along the seas 
control of coastlines: access to seas 
 
3. on the seas 
control of maritime space: 
isthmuses (canals), straights and capes 
 
4. under the seas 
control of maritime resources and sea bottom 
 
conclusion:  
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Source:  
Riccardo Pravettoni,  
UNEP/GRID-Arendal, 2009 

Control of maritime resources 
and of sea bottom 
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Source:  

Control of maritime resources 
and of sea bottom 
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Control of maritime resources 
and of sea bottom 

Source:  
Mer et Marine 
09/10/2015 
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Source:  
Mer et Marine 
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Control of maritime resources 
and of sea bottom 

Source:  
Mer et Marine 
09/10/2015 

GREENPEACE 
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Control of maritime resources 
and of sea bottom 

Source:  
Mer et Marine 
09/10/2015 

GREENPEACE 

GREENPEACE 
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Conclusion 
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Source:  
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The places to live 
in the future ! 
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fresh water 
resources !!! 


