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Context 



Carbon dioxide peaked after 

1950 



Trade-offs 

To Grow or to Conserve? 

Development Environment 

Climate 

Change 

80% or world lives 

on less than 90 DH 

a day 

Av earth temp up 

by 0.75 deg 

Celsius 



Climate Change: Deepening Challenges 

Drivers of Change  

 

Extreme 
Poverty 

Increasing 
Inequities 

Multiplying 
Disasters 

Shrinking 
National 

Boundaries 

Socio-cultural 

influences 



Trends 



Looming Food and Water Crisis 



Conflicts over natural 

resources 

Water conflict in East Africa 

‘Land grab’ by foreigners for 

food and commercial crops in 

Africa. Also in East Asia. 



Climate change-induced civil 

wars 

Lack of rain, ecological crisis 

and the first climate war in 

Darfur 

Water, Drought, Climate 

Change and Conflict in 

Syria 



 

 

Climate Refugees 

 

 
2050: Up to 1 billion! 

Yet to be recognised by UN for assistance. 



Changing energy base 

 
Campaign by 

global youth at 

<350.org> 

Hong Kong: first zero-

carbon emission 

building began in 

2012 



Political 

Commitment 

Saudi Arabia commitment to 

solar PV, solar thermal, wind 

and geothermal energy and 

waste to energy systems. 



22 June 2004:  Landslide blocked the 

Pareechu River in Tibet, the upper reaches of 

India’s Sutlej River. 

 

Chinese authorities communicated to their 

Indian counterparts well before breach 

occurred.  

 

India identified 56 risk villages. 

 

Dam burst on 25 June 2005 

 

Direct cost of flood damage - approx USD 200 

million 

 

No human casualties because of prior 

communication from the upstream country 

Data sharing policy between 

India and China since 2003 

Nations break political barriers to 

save people from climate impacts 



Future Scenarios - 2050 



Scenario1: Business-as-

Usual 



Today 

2050 
World wars 

driven by 

scarcity of 

natural 

resources 

 



Scenario 2 

 Technological and Cultural 

Revolution  



Singapore has been living 

on recycled water for 

years. 

Techno-knowledge 

exchange on the rise 

Sustainabl

e 

Agriculture 



Scenario 3:  Two worlds 

 

 Rising Inequalities despite 

climate solutions 



SDGs will remain unmet 

even beyond 2030 

Equality will remain a 

vision 
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